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The last few weeks the readings and sermons have focused on the parables of the Sower and the 

seeds.  I heard an interesting commentary that the rocks, thin soil, weeds, and good soil referred to various 

members of the crowd.  We look to Gibault to be the good soil and the seeds are the children we receive.  

These children come from a life among the weeds.  With their transplant to the good soil, we want to see 

them thrive with better conditions, water, and sunshine.   

Keeping with the farming theme, Gibault has added more land with the assumption of Campagna 

Academy (formerly Hoosier Boys Town) in Schererville, IN on February 1, 2023.  This addition brought 

a facility that needed significant upgrades.  The previous management tried to maintain a good 

environment but had limited resources and operational issues that prevented the facility from maintaining 

that condition.  Given it was a Catholic facility the fit was a great opportunity for Gibault. 

As Gibault works to rebuild this facility they need our help.  Buildings and grounds need to be 

revitalized to make sure that we have the space and services needed to provide that good soil for our 

children. We Knights have an opportunity to work together again to show our love for our neighbor by 

supporting Gibault to provide more care for our severely traumatized youth.  

After a walkthrough of the 47-acre campus, the cottages were found left in very poor condition with 

damaged furniture and trash laying all around.  It was determined that all children would be moved to the 

Hope Center, and Gibault will only operate its Psychiatric Residential Treatment Facility (PRFT)/Private 

Secure (PS) programming for now.  To get those four cottages up to Gibault standards of care, Gibault 

replaced all the doors to the children’s rooms with those that had windows in them for better supervision, 

carpeted the living areas, replaced lights above desks with flush to ceiling lighting so the bulbs could not 

be removed and used for harm, removed wooden beds, and replaced with the plastic beds Gibault uses in 

Terre Haute.  Large refrigerators have been removed from the units, and all thirty items on the fire 

marshal report that were not in compliance were fixed.   

Please join me in supporting Gibault as they further upgrade the Campagna Campus.   

• The first order is to finish up all the renovations in the living units. Furniture in our PRTF 

living units is designed to make the environment safe – and this includes cabinets, countertops, 

sinks and drinking fountains. 

• Next is to renovate the tennis courts and turn them into pickleball courts.   

The projected start date is Fall 2023 for the living unit refurbishment, and Spring 2024 for 

pickleball courts.  This is a large undertaking and will cost a minimum of $60,000.00. 

Gibault is committed to our children in Northwest Indiana having a campus to live on that is up to par 

with the conditions expected by our Indiana Knights.  

The Indiana Knights of Columbus worked together to establish Gibault at the Indiana Bishops’ 

request.  We continue to work together today as we continue our commitment to Indiana children. We 

continue to be the good Samaritan for these children and prove to them that there are people that love 

them as they are. We have an opportunity to work together and show our love for our neighbor.  Gibault 

is working to provide more care for severely traumatized youth.  



 

 

 

Gibault has served 10,967 children since our inception in 1921. 

Thank you for being a part of our children’s lives as we Evangelize Through Our Works. 

 

 

Vivat Jesus, 

     Scott W Schutte 
Scott W. Schutte 

Indiana State Deputy 

 

PS: Any amount you give will help the children. Gibault is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and 

donations are tax deductible as allowable by law. Thank you. 
 

 

 


